Nursing's losses and gains.
Overall, I believe that the most senior trust nurses must establish how many elderly patients receive the kind of care I have described. While new ways of working and new developments in practice are important, we must not forget the essential elements of care in our wish to be innovative. In 2005, it takes courage to be a leader in the NHS. But even greater courage will be required by my mother and her family if she is ever admitted to hospital again. Because an ever increasing number of elderly people need care, all those responsible for this vulnerable client group, including policy makers, need to consider carefully how such care can be improved.